The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unof fig 
organization, founded in 1907, seeks to deepen witlA 


1 . the sense of social obligation and opportunity to st 


Christian point of view, social problems and their solutity 3 ei 
ues 1OnS mote social action in the spirit of Jesus. The Federation % ee 
complete abolition of war. The Federation rejects the wtethod. of the 


struggle for profit as the economic base for society and seek, to dad 4 
‘ it with social-economic planning to develop a society without elass' 6r°h*, 


group discriminations and privileges. In seeking these objectives, the 
u e 1 ei Federation does mot commit its members to any specific program, but 
gt a remains an inspirational and educational agency, proposing social changes 

ik! by democratic decisions, not by violence. 
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e Supreme Court Defends Our Liberties — 


4 By IRVIN GOODMAN* 
Konigsberg Case and Independence of the Bar 
asions of civil liberties during the McCarthy era required 


so frail it cannot withstand the suspicions which apparently were basis 
for the committee’s action.” 


Smith Act Cases and Free Advocacy = 


yaietiin effective legal: assistance, yet Teywyers who ©-de- On June 17, 1957, the court, in an opiniow delivered by 

Civil liberties cases were themselves victims of attack. ie Harlan, reversed the conviction in the California Smith : 
dESequence was refusal of many lawye articip: i OeRASGs a 
Mace ccs. y4awyers to participate in Five of the 14 defendants were acquitted outright, andthe . 
othe McCarthy era witnessed the attempt to-keep: people nine remaining defendants were remanded to the lower court 
anorthodox views from being admitted to practice law. with their cases to either be tried or dismissed. This has brought 

a person was Raphael Konigsberg of California. His case acquittals or retrials (under new and better circumstances) for 


‘9 the United States Supreme Court which decided May other Smith Act defendants across the country. The separat 
he was qualified to be admitted to the pirctice ob daw opinion of Justice Black (and Douglas) stated: ; 


“I would reverse everyone of these convictions and direct that all 


rf ornia Supreme Court refused his admittance. This the defendants be acquitted. In my judgment the statutory provisions 
) much in maintaining independence of the Bar. on which these prosecutions are based abridge freedom of speech, press 
berg graduated fromthe University of Southern -Cali- ee oe. in violation of the First Amendment of the United States ‘ 
School in 1953 and passed the California Bar exam- “Ordinarily Smith Act trials last many months due, in part, to | & 
i State Committee of Bar examiners refused to certify routine introduction in evidence of massive pamphlets, collections of 3 
* la eat : books, tracts, pamphlets, newspapers and manifestoes, discussing Com- i 
es w all bee he failed to prove (1) he was of munism, Socialism, Capitalism, Feudalism ~ and governmental institu- e 
| character an (2) he did not advocate overthrow of tions in general, which, it is not too much to say, are turgid, diffuse, 4 
mment of the United States or California by uncon- abstruse and just plain dull, Of course, no juror can plough his way 
‘mears. % : through this jungle of verbiage. Testimony of witnesses is comparatively — 


7 a insignificant. Guilt or innocence may turn on what Marx or Engels — 
rg, born in Austria in 1911, came to the U. S. when or someone else wrote: or advocated as much as a hundred or more ~ 


old. From Ohio State University, he got a Master Z years ago. Elaborate, refined distinctions are drawn between “Commun- — 


leo Durin : ism,’ ‘Marxism,’ ‘Leninism> ‘Trotskyism,’ ‘Stalinism’. When the propriety eos 

2 ie & the Second World War,. he volunteered of obnoxious or unorthodox views about the government is in reality ae 

my, was commissioned a Second Lieutenant, served made the crucial issue, as it must be in cases of this kind, prejudice eo 
3 promoted to Captain and, while in Germany, was makes convictiongg inevitable except in the rarest circumstances.” = ———. 
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tion Officer for the entire Seventh Army. 
‘persons, who had known Konigsberg during the _ Witkovich Case and the Foreign Born as 
April 29, 1957, the court, in “opinion delivered by Mr. 
ic Priest, a Jewish Rabbi, lawyers, doctors, pro- Frankfurter, decided the case of U. S. A. vs Witkovich. A final 
3 men, social workers. No evidence showed Konigs- ~ order of deportation had been outstanding against Witkovich 
convicted of crime or had ever done anything for over six months. For refusing to answer questions put by the 
State argued substantial doubts were Immigration authorities, he was indicted in Illinois for viole 
of an-ex-Co1mmunist —_ the Immigration and- Nationality ne..questic 
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at Konigsberg was a member of the Com- - 
ere fact of membership would not support — 
ot haye good moral character. — A tne 
se of leaving States free to select their — 
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ann ypinge on freedom of polit- 
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Watkins Case and House Un-American Activities Committee 


June 17, 1957, the Court, in an opinion by Chief Justice 
Warren, deuided the case of John T. Watkins, Watkins, before a 
sub-committee of the House Committee on Un-American Activ- 
ities, answered questions about his labor union activities. 

An earlier witness, Walter Rumsey, testified Watkins recruited 
him: into the Party, and named a group of persons as once 
members of the Communist Party. The committee read the names 
to Watkins. Watkins stated he did not know several on the list 
and refused to tell the Committee whether those he did know 


had been Communist. 

“TI am not going to plead the Fifth Amendment, but I refuse to answer 
certain questions that I believe are outside the proper scope of your 
committee’s activities. 

“TI do not believe such questions revelant to the work of this Com- 
mittee nor that this Committee has the right to undertake public ex- 
posure of persons because of their past activities.” 


Watkins was tried for contempt and convicted in the lower 
court. The U. S. Supreme Court reversed the conviction. After 
tracing the history of governmental investigations and the exer- 
cise of contempt power in both England and the United States 


the court said: 

“™m the decade following World War II, there appeared a new kind 
of ‘congressional inquiry unknown in prior periods of American history. 
Principally, this was the result of the various investigations into the 
threat of subversion of the United States Government, but other sub- 
jects of congressional interests also contributed to the changed scene. 
This new phase of legislative inquiry involved a broad scale intrusion 
into the lives and affairs of private citizens. It brought before the courts 
novel questions of the appropriate limits of congressional inquiry.” 


Chief Justice Warren then pointed out that during this period 
following World War II the Fifth Amendment privilege against 
self incrimination was frequently invoked and recognized as a 
legal limit upon the authority of a Committee to require that 

pale! ‘witness answer its questions. 

_. The Court also pointed out an investigation is subject to the 
__ command that the congress shall make no law abridging freedom 
of speech or press or assembly and that a witness therefore 


tnay invoke the First Amendment. 
--- “Abuses of the investigative process may imperceptibly lead to abridg- 
ment of protected freedoms. The mere summoning of a witness and 
compelling him to testify, against his will, about his beliefs, expressions 
or associations is a measure of governmental interference. And when 
3 forced revelations concern matters that are unorthodox, unpopular, 
ven hateful to the general public, the reaction in the life of the 
mess may be disastrous. This effect is even more harsh when it is 
t beliefs, expressions or associations that are disclosed and judged 
trent standards rather than those contemporary with the matters 
exposed. Nor does the witness alone suffer the consequences, Those 
3 “are ‘identified by witnesses and thereby placed in the same 
of publicity are equally subject. to public stigma, scorn! and 
au Beyond that, there is the more subtle and immeasurable ef-~ 
= ae upon those who tend to adhere to the most orthodox and uncon- 
elds and associations in order to avoid a similar fate at 
fure time. That this impact is partly the result of non-govern- 
tivity ue private ap aaa cannot relieve the investigators of 
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Bhat that there is” Ko, “congressional power to expose 
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rt made this. further statement which is significa ant: 


es ees are restricted to the missions delegated 


th a problem fhe falls within its Tepistatives « 


yeared, was sup- 
tion in labor. 


“Write your congressman aes Ask him to doh 


= Un-American Aauivirtes. Vege, him to von tons 


san ois your community to work for the end-of this Co: 


> the Dies ened pres h Sae 
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era, the Federal Courts rendered more than 200 decisior 
cases involving civil liberties issues. 

In almost all these cases, lawyers who belonged to the 
tional Lawyers Guild appeared as counsel. 

The four recent U. S. Supreme Court decisions revie 
here concerned: the independence of the Bar, the Smith 4 
the foreign born non-citizen, and the Committee on Unie 
Activ ities. 

These decisions concern everyone of us. They give us 
and confidence the McCarthy era is at an end. They re= 
our aditional liberties. As put in the October, 1957, issue 
“New York Guild Lawyer”: 


“Happily, the fight has not been in vain. While much remain 
be done, the Supreme Court, under the wise guidance of Chief Ju 
Warren, has rendered a series of notable decisions. Further convi 
under the Smith Act have been difficult; excesses by Congressional | 
mittees and state authorities have been curbed; Bar Examiners ¢ 
longer -exclude, without restraint, persons from the practice of lav 
the ground of political opinions. The rights of defendants to exam 
records of the F. B. I. in political cases have been strengthened 
spite recent congressional and presidential action. The victory 
complete. ‘Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty’.” 


ON THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 


Harry F. Ward writes: “I’ve just finished reading the. 
Un-American pamphlet on “The Ideological Fallacies of Co: 
munism,” the report of staff consultations with Rabbi Fineb 
Bishop Sheen and Dan Poling. It is another entrance 
religious controversy which is no concern of the state. It isy 
the result of a new version of the technique they used « 
and others beginning with “48—namely, substituting ex 
opinions and judgments for investigations and hearings. 
utterances of Walter, Eastland and Edgar Hoover make 
there will be plenty more of this to follow. The line 
C.P. is done for, now we must clean up on their more 
erous and dangerous fellow travellers and fronters. This add 
the reasons why the Committee must be abolished and 
should start at once doing our part to put our slogan sie 
in the campaign now under way. The issue goes far beyo 
and The Methodist Church. The future of religion is at 

The Oregon Annual Methodist Conference petition 
gress to reform the methods of this Committee to costae 7 
our commonly accepted Anglo-American principles of in 
tion, evidence and trial or to abolish the Committee as 
to the free democratic way of life.” 

MFSA Membership Secretary Mark Chamberiia 


eee Seek his counsel | and» advice on 
his continuing threat. eri 


copies of the splendid pamphlet by Harvey 
tion of the Inquisitorial Committees — 
Civil Liberties Caminiiee 421 7th Av 
your church and annual conference to. 


wae 


Kee 


ee action. A third dimension is added when the investigators 
‘their attention to the past to collect minutiae on remote 
s, on the hypothesis that the past may reflect upon the 
An excessively broad charter, like that of the 
¢se Un-American Activities: Committee, places the courts in 
untenable position if they are to strike a balance. between 
|public need for a particular investigation and the right of- 
eens to carry on their affairs free from unnecessary govern- 
ital interference.”—Chief Justice Warren in Watkins vy. U-S. 


“<8 


cent. 


re Sir: - 

[The November issue of the Social Questions Bulletin was in- 
img as usual. Dr. Ward’s “Behind the Headlites” was par- 
Jarly pertinent. One sentence hit the nail on the head: “To 
‘Soviet Union total disarmament would be economic benefit. 
ithe U. S. it would be an economic hazard.” I wish Dr. 
wd would spell this out in terms~so clear that our church 
mbers would understand it. Why do you hear so little about 
hese days? Half of the members of my ‘church would be 
of work tomorrow if we should have total disarmament. 
w is the church to speak in the face of this situation? Ask 
Ward to give chapter and verse of this “hazard.” 
JAMES K. MORSE, Ph.D., 

Fewsmith Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
Belleville, New Jersey, ; 
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» Rev. Chamberlin: 
Qui a few church leaders from various countries—Japan, 
ia, Sweden, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Australia, England— 
e to China in 1956 and 1957. I am particularly interested in 
proposed visit of a delegation from the National Council of 
es of Christ in America. Will this group break through 
tate Department barrier against travel to China? 
Meantime too, invitations are coming to the Christian 
ches in China from their counterparts abroad and it is 
more Chinese church leaders will be traveling to various 
tries in 1958. It is heartening and vastly encouraging to know 
ds of fellowship between Christian bodies around the world 


being strengthened. TALITHAH GERLACH, 
Shanghai, China. 
= * 
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t Jack McMichael: ee 
thought I would write a few lines to let you know how 
h good your Bulletin has been doing up here. I feel it is 
a little paper as ever edited. I have not as yet heard 
Mary Phillips and the other Federationists have fared, but 
e courage, and the power of righteousness on their side. 
ticles on Jean Schuddakopf and Uphaus were valuable 
it. My feeling is that, if we are not all fricassed 
-bomb, then sanity will show itself, and we will live 
a an b vate 


Friends 
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: annihil ation 


BEHIND THE HEADLINES 


In our Holiday Season’s Greeting some of us wished each 
other a peaceful New Year. So far (nearly half the first month 
gone) the headlines have been announcing events which move 
in the opposite direction. Larger appropriations for bigger and 
more deadly weapons. The plan to stockpile missiles in Western 
Europe and Turkey. The Rockefeller Fund report caliing for 
preparations for both limited and total nuclear war. The leaks 
from the “top secret” Gaither Committee report indicating 
some members suggested that to prevent a nuclear Pearl Har- 
bor it may be necessary to strike first. Democratic Senate leader 
Johnson telling his party caucus that our goal, and the goal of 
all free men must be to win and hold control of outer space 
because “whoever gains that ultimate position gains control, total 
control, of the earth.” Dulles, who doesn’t want to negotiate, 
winning out over Stassen who does. Rejection of all Soviet offers 
as propaganda, with the usual demand for demonstration of 
good faith. More and better education, not to strengthen the na- 
tion by developing all the capacities of every child, but to pro- 
duce more scientists, to create bigger and better weapons, to 
kiil more people and cripple more of the unborn. The year end ~ 
economic analysis showing most sections of the national economy 
going down hill. 

All this adds up. to travelling further along the road-that 
leads only to annihilation. Each step shortens the distance, and 
increases the speed of approach, to the precipice to whose brink 
Dulles counts it successful diplomacy to have led us several 
times. Ever since the dual possession of the hydrogen bomb 
it has been apparent that ‘if anyone of the catastrophes it 
threatens depends on us alone there is no hope of escape. Now 
that the threat of missile weapons is added and we, accepting — 
the impossible thesis of limited war, start to scatter them abroad, _ 
and suggestions for preventive attack appear in reputable journals 
with no expression of moral indignation, our correspondents in 
Europe report an increasing fear that our policies are becoming 
a menace to them as well as to ourselves. To our impotence to 
avoid the war of annihilation we are now adding a push toward it. 

The President’s reply to Premier Bulganin, mostly written by 
Dulles, and his State of the Union address in which 1 
hand is clearly visible, attempt to put the blame for this 
tion upon the Soviet Union. This is a distortion of the 
record. The initial ‘cause for our loss of moral power 
the purpose of the cold war which Churchill and Truman 
as instruments of the reaction of the capitalist wo 
demonstration of the amount and quality of Soviet: wa 
duction which showed that a socialist economy would w 

As is well known the cold war is the capitalist world’s alt 
tive to peaceful coexistence, beneficial competiti 
aid between two differing economies. But 
cold war is more than the rejection of pe 
is the refusal to recognize the fact of coexistenc 
to end it by measures short of actual war. Consequ 
ceeds from the Kenna: 
ment to the Dull iber 
in the current reply to Bul moves 
surrender essential points diplomacy to © 
sive retaliation—The President in Be 
gress our Army and Navy “pre: 
would unleash war upon the 


‘of his own co 


Ties: 


U 
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would certainly happen to us while this was being done. Then 
from massive retaliation the cold war is driven by the practical 
logic of its purpose to irrational plans for limited war and 
criminal suggestions of preventive attack. 
The basic fact of our times is that a new economic order 
is coming into being. It is being shaped in different ways by 
the united will of the many millions m a number of lands. It 
ean no more be stopped from expanding than tomorrow's sun 
can be kept from rising, because it is decreed by the collective 
nature of modern industry, the need to extend the democratic 
process from political to economic activities, and the desire 
to put the Golden Rule into action in the whole life of man 
the world around. Neither the failures or sins of its creators, 
nor the attacks of its enemies can put. it out of existence. 
Therefore in its initial purpose of refusing to recognize, and 
trying to wipe out, this basic fact of a new economic order, the 
coid war cut itself off from’ objective reality in a far deeper 
degree and with much farther reaching consequences than when 
it later lost the monopoly of the atom bomb. It is this severance 
from reality that produces the confusion and moral contradic- 
tions in the Dulles-Eisenhower pronouncements. For instance 
the invitation to the Soviet Union to join in a health campaign 
against preventable disease immediately after launching the plan 
to stockpile the weapons which will spread disease abroad; tell- 
ing Premier Bulganin Soviet proposals for agreements against 
use of aggressive weapons were unnecessary because that was 
taken care of in the U.N. charter, and then making proposal 
for an agreement not to use outer space for aggressive weapons, 
ete., etc. Or the President asserting it is impossible for this na- 
tion to initiate aggressive war because our constitution requires 
approval of Congress and. this. takes .time and public debate. 
But one of the scientists on the Gaither committee points out 
that modern weapons require on the spot decisions. 
Since it is the purpose of the cold war and its lack of 
relationship to objective reality which is making our foreign 
policy a menace to the future of mankind, it follows that we 
cannot make our deeds square with our moral pretensions until 
we abandon that purpose. Because of the vested interest of both 
parties in the cold war, and the heavy economic pressure in 
_— favor of it, there is no prospect that this will be done-in the 
~ - near future. It will have to be brought about indirectly through 
_ 6éuch decisions as sitting down to negotiate with the Soviet 
_ Union as an equal, as consenting to the admission of the real 
_ government of China into the U.N. 

____ If organized religion desires to see its objectives concerning 
nuclear weapons come alive, these are the points on which 
they need. to get their constituents to express themselves. To 
_ this they need to add a constant educational campaign concern- 


oe 
1 is a small but revealing illustration of how the cold war has 
en, and is, depriving the people of knowledge which they need 
correct decisions on the great issues now before them. 
eport was issued around the time the U. S. Information 


rtions 


lied, an 


3 
timated the students in higher institutions of learning by 2 
million. Also that it omitted the important fact that Soviet 
cation is free from the first grade through post-graduate trainin 
and that able students are paid to go to college. 4 

An Office of Education spokesman replied that there w 
“ao suppression or withholding of significant, accurate and © 
jective information.” But I, F. Stone’s weekly points out th 
the Secretary’s preview to the Chicago Conference of a 
and Scientific Education had said:’ “All but the weakest stud: I 
are paid to go to school” and ithe original draft had said | 
per cé@mt. Stone adds that the secretary summarized another pat 
graph which was omitted from the final report. His stateme 
was: “Soviet ‘scientists, scholars and teachers are paid mo 
and have a higher social position than ours.” The original dri 
said: “Consistent with the official esteem in which science ai 
technology_are-held in the Soviet Union, the scholar and scient 
enjoy higher salaries and a number of privileges which enak 
them to maintain a living standard—relative to that of me 
of the population—higher than is found in any Western country 

Reston, head of the N. Y. Times Washington bureau, twice Pulit: 
prize winner, has several times recently remarked how many gove 
ment leaders are saying one thing in public and another thing in priya 

This illustration of how our citizens are being deprived 
knowledge essential to finding the way out of the dilemma b 
tween the war of annihilation and peaceful coexistence can 
inultiplied many times. There is a tendency in all governme 
to tell the people only what those in power want the p 
to know. To overcome this tendency, democracy relies u 
political opposition and a free press. Here both of these f 
have been severely weakened by the cold war's requirement 
propaganda which paints the potential enemy entirely black 
ourselves completely white. On foreign policy and demo 
rights there is no organized opposition in Congress. 

Back in ’58, the Associated Press Managing Editors Assoc: 
tion protested to the President that his executive order autho 
ing certain officials to classify information as top secre 

_ confidential to the degree they believed its disclosure wa 
hurt national security was being involved to withhold info: 
tion to which the public was entitled. Only recently has 
procedure been slightly checked, and then on the differe 
ground that it was beginning to injure national security. O 
press is still unable to get to China to tell us what ac 
goes on there. f} ee 

Insofar as the press has supported the cold war ii 
self been drawn into the withholding of things th 
needs to know. How many papers across the land 
readers about the Nova Scotia international conference o 

ists on war and peace; of the Soviet scientists’ appeal to th 

colleagues throughout the world after they got home; of 

international conference of jurists and lawyers in Japan; a 

refusal of West German scientists: to work on the bomb 


_ 2000 U. S. scientists signing an appeal to 


nuclear weapon tests? — 

Long ago Hosea wrote: “My people : 
lack of knowledge.” Never and rages v 
here today. Without the necessary knowle 
the desire for peace are unable to m 
They stand impotent before thos 


